
( 

( 

Description: 

Discolithus venatus STOVER, 1966 
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FIGs. 12a-c, 13a, b - Discolithus venatus STOVER, n . sp. x 2500 ca. 12, holo
type, USNM 41547; a, bright field; b, phase contrast; c, x-nicols. 13, para-

type, USNM 41548; a, bright field; b, x-nicols. Both from sample 1. 
FIG 21 - Discolithus venatus STOVER. Distal view. Orientation: 0°-90°. The 
drawing is based primarily on the appearance of the microfossil under crossed 
nicols and with a Quartz Red I accessory plate. The drawing represents a 
composite of morphologic features observed on several well-preserved specimens 

of the species. 

Discolithus 
venatus 

The coccoliths have an elliptical outline in proximal or distal view with a segmented rim of 
medium width and a thin (ca 1 tJ.) base plate. The base plate is perforated. A ring of approxi
mately 20 perforations lies adjacent to the rim, whereas the perforations at or near the center 
of the coccolith are irregularly arranged and indistinct. The base plate thickens gradually 
from its center toward the rim. Veins are conspicuous along the lateral margin of the base 
plate. The curvature of extinction lines across the rim and base plate is sinistral as viewed 
distally. Length 8-11 (J., width 7-9 (J., height 2-3 !J.· 

Remarks: 

Comparison: Discolithus venatus differs from D. firmus GoRKA in having a segmented nm 
and from D. numerosus GORKA in having fewer rim segments and larger perforations. 

Remarks: The number of segments in the rim varies from 16 to 22. The rim tends to be 
narrower on specimens with 20 or more segments than on those with less than 20 segments. 

Type level: 

Campanian (Senonian). 

FARINACCI 1970 - 111/162 



Type locality: 

Actinocamax quadratus beds, north side of Seine River at Quartiers-sur-Ville, France; chalk. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C. Holotype: USNM 41547; paratype: USNM 41548. 

Author: 

Stover L. E., 1966, p. 144; pl. 3, figs. 12a-c, 13a, b; pl. 8, fig. 21. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous coccoliths and associated nannofossils from France and the Netherlands. Micro
paleontology, vol. 12, n° 2, pp. 133-167, pis. 1-9. 
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